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Taste and Seeé 

 
Everywhere I look near Valentine's Day, there's chocolate: boxes of chocolate in all the 

stores, chocolate on TV promising to be the only love you need, Toblerone triangles push-

ing peopleõs cheeks out, Lindor chocolates in the shape of hearts replacing the round-

shaped ones we get with our Swiss Chalet dinners ñchocolate, Chocolate , CHOCOLATE ! I 

even saw chocolate cigars that celebrate the birth of a child. I think that's what led me to re-

member the famous quote from Forrest Gump: "Life is like a box of chocolates...you never 

know what you're gonna get."  (I am sure you can even remember it with his accent.)  
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In reality, that phrase can be true in many ways. We wake up 

every morning completely unsure of what the day may hold 

for us. We've made our plans. Sometimes they even happen 

the way we make them. But we never know for sure, do we?  

 

The days that come with caramel in the middle are my fa-

vourite. The ones with the strawberry goo are just so -soñbut 

the ones with coconut ñYUCK! I'd rather go back to bed.  

Then there are the days where tragedy or difficult times 

come out of nowhere, and the chocolate remains in the box untouched...there's no sweet-

ness to be had in those moments, it seems.  

 

God knows that life, as it pertains to circumstances is uncertain for us. That's why He com-

forts us and reminds us so many times that He is our constant companion, our steadfast 

friend, our consistently loving God and Saviour. He doesn't keep promises the way we do: 

when people make promises, they guarantee them by appealing to some authority above 

them so that if there is any question that they'll make good on the promise, the authority will 

back them up. When God wanted to guarantee His promises, He gave His word, a rock -

solid guarantee ñGod can't break His word. And because His word cannot change, the 

promise is likewise unchangeable. (Look up Hebrews 6:16 -18) 

 

You see, no matter what chocolate we are "in the middle of"  right now, He is there ñwith the 

certainty of His promise today as well as His hope of heaven in the future. Listen to how 

verses 19-20 of Hebrews 6 continue to encourage us:  

 

"We who have run for our very lives to God have every reason to 

grab the promised hope with both hands and never let go. It's an 

unbreakable spiritual lifeline, reaching past all appearances right 

to the very presence of God where Jesus, running on ahead of us, 

has taken up His permanent post as high priest for us, in the order 

of Melchizedek."   

 

I love the visual picture of grabbing on to Him with both hands 

as He runs ahead of me to the Father. That makes me able to get 

up today and praise Him for whatever comes my way. This faith, 

this confidence, this hope is our unbreakable spiritual lifeline --

HIS love for us no matter what, when, how or why.  

 Let's binge on His priceless box of chocolates today (and not just Valentineõs Day choco-

lates but DAILY chocolates)...the sweetest and most satisfying of them all.  

 

 



 
Page 3 

VOLUME 5 ISSUE 9 

Memorial SundayMemorial Sunday   
Join us  

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 14th  

At the  

10:30am Worship Service  

and  remember   

 our members who  

are now 

SAFE IN THE ARMS OF JESUS   

PAT GORDON  

For as long as I have been edi-

tor of The Beacon, I have looked 

forward to Louiseõs pictures of 

our members under our Pas-

toral Care.  Pat was one such 

person.  Pat was always smiling  

out to us with such an encour-

aging smile that nudged us for-

ward into the oncoming month.  

We will miss her but rest as-

sured that now Pat rests safe in 

the arms of Jesus. 

 

 

ANNA NANCARROW  

 

Our prayers went out to the 

Scott Cooper family on the 

passing of Alisonõs mother. 

The family shared this hymn/

prayer of Annaõs with the con-

gregation, and I would like on 

their behalf to share it with the 

folks here at St. Andrewõs 

 

 

 

Father, we thank Thee for the 
night, 

And for the pleasant morning 
light; 

For rest and food and loving  

care, 

And all that makes the world 

So fair. 

Help us to do the things we 
should, 

To be to others kind and good; 

In all we do, in work and play, 

To love Thee better day by day. 
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Do not despiseésmall beginnings, for the LORD rejoices to see the work begin.ó Zechariah 4:10 NLT  

 In his book Grace for the Moment, Max Lucado wrote:  Against a towering giant, a brook pebble seems fu-

tile.  But God used it to topple Goliath.  Compared to the tithes of the wealthy, a widowõs coins seem 

puny.  But Jesus used them to inspire usé 

Moses had a staff.  David had a sling.  Samson had a jawbone.  Rahab had a string.  Mary had some oint-

ment.  Dorcas had a needle.  All were used by God. 

What do you have? 

God inhabits the tiny seed, empowers the tiny deedéDonõt discount the smallness of your deeds. 

Last month we asked you all to take a leap of faith and join the challenge to do something        dif-

ferent for the church in this our 120 th anniversary year.   

1. Well Dona  Simpson and Sharon Dodd did.  They submitted articles for the Beacon.  Both were 

printed in the January edition and we were the recipients of two wonderful articles that will 

encourage us through the winter doldrums.   

2. Dianne Christie did. Dianne teamed up with The Beacon and is funding the òFinding          Jo-

nahõs Whale contestó for our 120th anniversary year.  Now the first three winners each month  

of our anniversary year will get a prize for finding the whale in the Beacon. Everyone in the 

church has a chance to participate in the fun.  

3. Louise McCue did.  Louise asked around and challenged two other couples to participate in 

the drive to Evangel Hall for the Sandwich program.  Louise was successful.  Now the driving 

is shared and two more couples can see the work  going on at Evangel Hall and spread the 

word.  Many hands make light work and now in the driving area the sandwich program  has 

many hands.  

If you are participating in the CUP OF COFFEE FOR JESUS Action you can either place your money at 

your convenience in an envelope marked Coffee for Jesus and put it on the offering plate or save 

up your coffee money until  Sunday October 31 st and weõll announce at the Anniversary celebra-

tions how much we raised and how many cups of coffee Jesus had during our anniversary year. 

All proceeds will go into the General Funds.  

Canõt wait to hear what others are doing for the challenge.  Have you decided how youõre going 

to participate in the 120 th Anniversary Challenge?  Donõt forget to let the Beacon know so we can 

share with others or if you want to this can be a secret between you and God.  

120th Anniversary Challenge  
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Hi Lulu.  This picture was a little late for 

the January edition so here you are in 

February.  Glad to see you again.  

Dr. Getch Williams was very happy to receive the 

poinsettia plant and good wishes from the congrega-

tion of St. Andrew's Memorial Presbyterian Church.  

Photo:  Betty McKenzie Hill 

our shut-inõs  
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Some months ago, before the 

business of the fallõs activities, 

I spoke a bit about the       

Christian tradition of hymn -

singing.  That is a tradition as 

old as the church itself and 

likely the need to vocalize 

along with others goes back to 

the origins of mankind.  (On 

the other hand, I donõt think 

the Genesis recount of life in 

the Garden of Eden speaks of 

songñbut I will have to 

check).  

 

Another ingredient that has 

been part of Christian music 

for a long time is the organ.  

For many, the use of this in-

strument as the preferred one 

for the accompanying of 

hymns is beyond question, but 

in many Christian communities 

it is an instrument that is 

loaded with òbaggageó and 

has been erased from the mu-

sical scene.  

 

As an organist by vocation, I 

am happy that the congrega

    

  tion of St.  

  Andrewõs sup

   ports the use of  

  the organ in wor

  ship and even 

  went so  

  far as to           

  commission the 

  construction of  a 

  very fine           

  instrument a few 

  years  ago.  Nev-

ertheless, it might be of inter-

est to  explore why, on one 

hand the organ became the 

liturgical instrument of choice, 

but on the other hand is being 

ignored and even derided.  

Given that my space is limited, 

this will have to be dealt with 

in a series of articles.  Letõs be-

gin with how the use of the or-

gan evolved in the context of 

worship.  

 

The first organs were devel-

oped in very early medieval 

times.  (A forerunner, the 

òhydraulisó which was pow-

ered by water, was developed 

by the Greeks in the 3 rd  c. 

B.C.)  By the 15th century, or-

gan music was widely ac-

cepted as a part of worship.    

For a long time, the organ was 

mostly used to accompany 

congregational singing, but 

also was seen to have its own 

voice, that is, it had an equal 

status with  singers as well as 

being independent of them.  

 

In the Roman Church, if a 

hymn was to be sung on a sol-

emn occasion, the choir would 

sing verses alternating with 

the organ, that is, the organist 

would play a verse on the con-

gregation's behalf. This con-

cept of substitution extended 

to the different parts of the Ro-

man Catholic liturgy ð anti-

phons, canticles, psalms or the 

Ordinary of the Mass. This 

gave the organ a central role 

in worship, which was on an 

equal footing with the choir. 

For this purpose, an organ was 

installed at Notre Dame in 

Paris at the beginning of the 

14th century.  

 

But the early organs were not 

those we find in Parisian 

churches today.  They were 

small and no equal for the ro-

bust congregational singing 

which was part of Protestant 

worship.   In the case of the 

Calvinists, the organ's secular 

associations had nothing to do 

with their stripping the 

Genevan churches of their or-

gans. Although the melody of a 

hymn could bring its associ-

ated words to mind, for many 

reformers this was not the 

main issue. They drove the or-

gan out of the liturgy because 

it prevented the congregation 

from active participation in 

worship (because the instru-

ment was more a solo than an 

accompanying instrument that 

could accompany a large con-

gregation).  

(Continued on page 7) 


