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Speak to Me Lord...I Am Available Now  
 

We have heard it said that God gave us one mouth and two ears for a purpose...we are to listen 

twice as much as we are to talk. Yet that is quite a feat for many of us. We formulate an opinion 

quickly and quite readily let others know. It is difficult to wait patiently and listen...and then lis-

ten some more. It is even more difficult to listen to God speak to us.   It is one thing to draw near 

to God and speak to Him, but it is quite another to stop and hear God speak.  

It is difficult to be silent before Him.  We are a lot like the disciple Peter who in his anxiety be-

fore The Almighty was quick to speak and slow to be quiet and to sit silently in His presence 

(Matthew 17:4 -5).  We are quick to jump in and start babbling when we need to be quiet and 

òhear Him.ó  It is far more difficult to be silent before God than to speak to God.   Most of us have 
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forgotten how to sit in silence and listen for God.  

We need to cultivate the silence of the soul.   For most people it is frightening to be still and si-

lent.  Perhaps this is why our generation is quick to say God does not speak as in days of old.  

òMy soul waits in silence for God only; 

From Him is my salvationó (Ps. 62:1).  The 

Psalmist used a word meaning, òsilence, 

still, repose, and still waiting.ó  The word 

connotes the silence of death.   It is good 

for us to wait on God in silent repose.  

Perhaps in our great emphasis on praising 

God, we have almost forgotten how to lis-

ten for His small quiet voice.   We need to 

cultivate the silence of the soul so that He 

may break in upon us anytime, anywhere 

He so chooses.  Itõs just as important that 

we recognize His voice when He does 

speak.  

God still speaks... The question today is 

òHow do we respond?ó  On the mountainside God told Peter to be quiet and listen to Jesus.   That 

is what we need to do.   There is a time to speak, and there is a time to be still and listen to His 

quiet voice.   God primarily speaks through His written Word the Bible.  The Holy Spirit who is the 

divine author of the Scriptures, takes His word and speaks to our inner most being concerning 

òsin and righteousness and judgmentó (John 16:8).   

He also speaks to us through circumstances, mature Christians, preaching and teaching of His 

Word. He comes in quietness as we meditate on His Word and the groping of the mind with 

some new profound truth. There are times when He chooses to come through the preaching of 

the Word, or a quiet devotional passage, an intense spiritual hunger, or a mature Christian 

friend who give Godly counsel. The important thing is to sit in His presence and listen, then to 

arise and do His bidding.  

Are you patiently waiting and listening for Him to invite you to come and join Him in what He is 

doing?   Until then He is busy working within us preparing us for that work.   Are you adjusting 

your attitudes, thinking, and behaviour to the truth you know concerning Him and His relation-

ship with you?   When we listen and wait upon the Lord, we are busy putting our life in order, 

making sure we are in a right relationship with Him.   In proportion as we love Him, we are wait-

ing on Him.   It means we will love Him as we have never loved Him before.  

We wait while God works.   He is busy at work getting us ready... "For by these He has granted to 

us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the di-
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vine nature, having escaped 

the corruption that is in the 

world by lust. Now for this 

very reason also, applying 

all diligence, in your faith 

supply moral excellence, 

and in your moral excel-

lence, knowledge, and in 

your knowledge, self -

control, and in your self -

control, perseverance, and 

in your perseverance, godli-

ness, and in your godliness, 

(Continued from page 2) brotherly kindness, and in 

your brotherly kindness, love. 

For if these qualities are yours 

and are increasing, they ren-

der you neither useless nor 

unfruitful in the true knowl-

edge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ" (2 Peter 1:4 -8).  

God cannot and will not invite 

us to join Him in what He is do-

ing until He has us ready. Are 

you willing to wait until He 

speaks?  Are you making your-

self available to Him?  Or do 

you want God to listen to 

you...?   

God works with, in, and 

through those who wait on 

Him. Are you avail-

able...?   Are you available 

even when you just do not 

understand? Are you avail-

able even when you have 

other ideas...? Are you avail-

able to be patient...? That is 

all He asks of you and me 

right now.   

 

T.S.Eliot "Oh 

my soul...be 

prepared 

for Him who 

knows how 

to ask ques-

tions." 

Coming in fall, the choir under the direction of our James 

Bailey will be rejoicing in song for all to hear.  

Make this event one of the not to be missed  events this fall 

here at St. Andrewõs Church. 

Please plan to attend and bring along some friends.  

12 

Decades 

Of 

Worship 

And 

Song 
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Jesus the Judge  

The second saying in the 

fourth chapter of Mark is in 

the form of a riddle (24 -25). 

Mark writes, òéthe measure 

you give will be the measure 

you get, and still more will 

be given you. For to those 

who have, more will be 

given; and from those who 

have nothing, even what they 

have will be taken 

awayó (4:24-25).  Similar 

wording about giving to 

some and taking from others 

is recorded in Matthew and 

in Luke giving evidence that 

the disciples treasured the 

words of Jesus. This passage 

exhibits Markõs ability as a 

story teller to engage the in-

terest of the reader.   Mark 

knows how the story will 

end, he witnessed the death 

and resurrection of Jesus, but 

he lets the story unfold for 

the characters. He gives the 

disciples as well as the 

reader another glimpse into 

the mystery of the Kingdom. 

He is telling all who have 

ears to listen; be careful how 

you respond to the message 

of Jesus ð there will be con-

sequences. 

 

Mark is also giving the 

reader an indication that Je-

susõ message was radical 

and disturbing to the Jewish 

authorities.  Jesus established 

his own alternative centre of 

authority by choosing twelve 

ordinary people to be his fol-

lowers.  He moved away from 

the synagogue full of religious 

tradition and brought the mes-

sage to the people in the coun-

tryside.  Jesus assumed author-

ity to interpret the law, abolish 

traditions, pardon sins, and 

declare how the temple 

should be run. The ultimate 

statement of His authority 

was that at the end of time He 

would be the judge of hu-

mankind. It was legitimate; 

the role of judge was given 

to Jesus by the Father as re-

corded in John, òThe Father 

judges no one, but has given 

all judgment to the Son (John 
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5:22). 

The followers of Jesus did not 

think of Him as a judge; like 

us, they gave Him character-

istics that they wanted Him to 

have, such as loving, com-

passionate and one who be-

stows grace to humankind. 

The concept of judgment to 

come and the message of the 

coming Kingdom was in op-

position to the message of 

the religious leaders of the 

time. The authority of the 

High Priest and the Sanhed-

rin was challenged by a 

woodworker from Nazareth. 

It was a religious shake -up, 

occurring away from the es-

tablished church, not among 

the so-called righteous, but 

among ordinary people and 

sinners.  Jesus brought the 

message to the people in 

parables and riddles, a mes-

sage that is still relevant to-

day. The question Christians 

must ask themselves is, how 

well have I listened, and 

more importantly, how have I 

responded to the message?  

 

 Mark warns the reader to 

prepare for the coming of the 

Kingdom when he says, ôpay 

attentionõ.  Today Jesus is our 

lawyer and advocate before 

(Continued from page 4) the Father, but at the end of 

time He will be our judge.   

Matthew writes that on the Day 

of Judgment, we will be asked 

to give an account of every 

ôcarelessõ word that is uttered 

(Matthew 12:36).  Scripture is 

clear, none will escape the 

judgment as stated in He-

brews, òéIt is appointed for 

mortals to die once, and after 

this the judgmentó (9:27).  

There are no grey areas for 

those who are weighed in the 

balances and found wanting, 

He will say, òéI never knew 

you; depart from 

Meéó (Matthew 7:23).   Jesus 

came to earth to show human-

kind the way of redemption. 

He said, òéunless you repent, 

you will all perishó (Luke 

13:3). Response to the re-

demptive message means sur-

rendering to a life of service 

for the gospel. Jesusõ saying 

sheds some light on the mys-

tery of the Kingdom, Godõs 

Kingdom, and Mark informs 

the reader of a time to come 

when humanity will be 

judged. The message is rele-

vant today and believers are 

challenged to be prepared.  

Amos in the Old Testament 

had some insight into a judg-

ment at the end of time when 

he implored the Israelites, 

òéprepare to meet your 

Godéó  (Amos 4:12). 

 

Written by ð Dona Simpson 

Jesusééé...judge 
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"Sometimes you need someone who'll help you, 

sometimes you need someone who'll share, and 

those are the times when you can depend on a true 

friend to always be there".    

Sharing a story, a smile, a hug, helping our shut -ins 

in any way is surely what a friend will do.   

In hospital we have Bessie Strike who is not doing 

so well but enjoys a visit.   Ella Simon is now in 

Credit Valley hospital, she is having radiation and 

hopefully this will help her to feel better. Scott 

Insley is in intensive care at Trillium hospital, only 

family members allowed to visit.   I ask that you 

pray for these members.    

While visiting at the hospital I went to see a Mrs. 

Morag Crawford Pincombe who came to our 

church many years ago.   Maybe some of our long 

term members remember her.    

Gloria McFarland continues to keep well.   On my 

last visit with Beth McCabe we enjoyed our        

afternoon 'peaches & cream' tea.    

Good to hear that June Tawton is  feeling better.   

 If  anyone hears of any members who are sick at 

home or  in hospital, please don't hesitate to       

inform me. I will be happy to contact that          

person.   Caring and keeping in touch is             

important.    

"Do all the good you can, in all the ways you can, to 

all the people you can, as long as ever you can." 

Louise McCue  


