
Exodus and   

Leviticus 
TAKE WITH YOU FROM GENESIS 

The eight names in Genesis that are of importance as future stories of this new      

nation of God  surface are God, Adam, Satan, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 

Joseph.   There are 6 places of importance mentioned in Genesis that will take on 

greater importance as future stories unfold, they are: Eden, Ararat, Babel, Ur of 

the Chaldees, Canaan (The Promised Land) and Egypt.  We close Genesis with 

Joseph dead in a coffin in Egypt.  The nation of God is leaderless and has failed at 

every test and in every condition. Genesis ends in failure.  

 

THE BOOK OF EXODUS 

So we begin to read Exodus looking to discover “what’s next for this chosen 

group?” 

The word Exodus in Greek means “way out”, leading to some theologians calling 

Exodus the book of redemption.  Humanities “way out” of sin is Redemption.  It is 

generally  accepted by theologians that 3 1/2 centuries passed between the closing 

of  Genesis and the beginning of Exodus.  We are not privy to what was happening 

to God’s people over these years, but we do know this one important fact: 70 peo-

ple (the close and extended families of Jacob) reunited with Jacob in Egypt and 

when the time had come to leave Egypt under the leadership of Moses, this family 

had grown to a nation of 3,000,000 peoples. Every nation  needs a leader and at 
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God’s appointed time God gives this  nation Moses for the mission of moving on. 

If you have ever seen Cecil B. DeMille’s  movie The Ten Commandments with 

Charlton Heston you will understand D. L. Moody’s description of Moses               

Forty years thinking he was somebody.                                                                            

Forty years realizing he was nobody.                                                                                 

Forty years discovering what God can do with a nobody.  

When one gives his life to God and chooses to follow God’s lead, the words of How 

Firm a Foundation  foretell how the story will go for Moses and for us:  

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,                                                                    

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;                                                                        

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,                                                      

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.”                                                                                                

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,                                                              

The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;                                                                                

For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,                                                                      

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.”                                                                                                       

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,                                                                

My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;                                                                       

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design                                                                        

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.” 

The first part of Exodus tells the story of Moses.  It is tempting to skim rather than 

read as we are  so familiar with it.  To this chosen nation God was returning them to 

the land he had promised. 

Ask yourself questions like:  

What would have happened if Pharaoh had let the nation leave after Moses first     

request?    Could this mass exodus have been done without great planning?                                                                                                                                                      

What sort of time would be needed for planning such a massive trip? 

We know the story well, but this time read the story looking for the “why’s” of 

God’s plan and of course looking for Jesus. 

THE BOOK OF EXODUS 

Part B of the book is the Book of Laws.  In Barbara Bradford’s book A Woman of Sub-
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stance, a Jewish man David, who had rebelled against his mother keeping kosher 

says “what do laws made for an ancient people living in the desert have to do with 

me a British man living in mid 1800’s England.” It’s a question often asked by mod-

ern day Christians.  It is up to us to read these laws and discover what and how 

these laws for a beginning nation  have meaning and relevance for we Presbyteri-

ans living in 2017 Port Credit Canada. For example the blood of the Passover lamb 

was to be put above the door to the house.  Follow God’s law and God will deem 

you worthy.  It was the blood of the lamb that made individuals worthy—it is the 

blood of Jesus that makes us worthy. 

God said to remove the leaven - Search me and remove any wickedness you find 

within me. 

Be ready to go.  The nation ate this Passover meal standing waiting for the call to 

go.  Today we wait for what we call the rapture or the 2nd coming of Jesus. God has 

never lied to His people.  Are we ready? Am I ready?  A personal question that can 

only be answered by oneself. 

The Bible speaks to all people in every generation.  Read part B of Exodus looking 

for the message to you personally and to our generation.   

 

THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS 

“Get right” and “Keep Right”   Atonement is the theme of the Book of Leviticus. 

This new nation would “Get Right” by observing the 5 offerings: The burnt Offer-

ing, The Meal Offering, The Peace Offering, The Sin Offering and The Tres-

pass Offering. 

They would “Keep Right” by observing and participating in the 8 feasts: Sabbath, 

Passover, Pentecost, Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles,  The Sabbath Year 

and the Jubilee.   

Leviticus is a teaching book—teaching this newly formed nation how to worship.    

Leviticus like the Sunday morning service puts the ball in our court.  Having heard 

the lesson in a group, we make the personal choice to follow or not.  God spoke to 

Moses who spoke to the people who made the choice to enter the tabernacle.  

Much like today God speaks to pastors who speak to the people from the pulpit 

within the church to folks who choose to attend.  In the 50’s  some ministers would 
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preface their sermons with the words “May words of my mouth and the meditation 

of our heart be acceptable to you my Lord God.”  These words conveyed that the 

speaker asked for God’s authority to speak the message in a meaningful way to   

inspire the listener; and it was the responsibility of the listener to pray for an open 

and nonjudgmental mind willing to  learn and respond in a way acceptable to God.   

Leviticus is a book that forms the foundation of the idea of what it means “walk with 

God”.  Although the message is given by one in the tabernacle (church pulpit) each 

individual makes a choice (Leviticus 1:2) if any man of you bring a burnt offering 

unto the Lord”.  Notice this verse is not targeted to the community but to the indi-

vidual to bring his or her own offering (gift).  Preaching tells us what is required of 

us but  it’s our personal choice to follow or not. 

A lamb was the sacrificial offering for this new nation.  Jesus Christ is the sacrifice 

for Christians.  With the sacrifice being made for each individual, all that is left for 

us to do is to choose to use the personal gifts of Time, Talent, Treasure to further His 

work as He sees fit or we can choose not to.  With God at our side we make this 

choice moment by moment, willingly and without reservation knowing that the God 

is with us in all the challenges we meet. We draw on God knowing His plan is meant 

to enrich us not harm us thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.”    

There are lots of tasty tidbits in the book of laws written so long ago to folks in the 

desert, that point today’s reader towards Jesus.  Read Leviticus looking for them.  

You won’t be disappointed.  

Next month we end our study of the Pentateuch with the Book of Numbers and hint 

hint its not about calculus, trig or geometry, and the Book of  Deuteronomy.   
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Roberta Aiton 

Roberta Aiton, was a faithful and long-

standing member of our congregation, 

who suffered with severe poor health 

for some time.  Despite her poor health 

Roberta attended worship when she 

could often praying for the Lord to take 

her home.   

Early on the morning of July 13th , God 

answered Roberta’s prayers, and in 

heaven, Jesus was waiting for Roberta 

with her wee dog Robbie whom she 

loved with all her heart.  

Yesterday, Dr. Human led the             

congregation in a worship service      

remembering Roberta’s  life and ser-

vice   

Editor’s Note:-  Roberta was a faithful reader of 

the Beacon and loved the challenge of finding 

Jonah’s whale and 

Woolsey.  The Beacon 

became a better 

newsletter with 

Roberta’s support.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the blessed life — not    

anxious to see far in front, nor    

eager to choose the path, but   

quietly following behind the 

Shepherd, one step at a time. The 

Shepherd was always out in front 

of the sheep. He was down in front. 

Any attack upon the sheep had to 

take the shepherd  into account.  

 

Now God is down in front. He is in 

the tomorrows. It is tomorrow that 

fills [people] with dread. God is 

there already. All the tomorrows of 

our life have to pass Him before 

they can get to us.  

 

—F.B. Meyer  



 

Passive or Committed?Passive or Committed?  

YOUR CHURCH NEEDS THE BEST FROM YOU ALWAYS! 

 

 

A pig and a chicken were strolling 

through their barnyard. The chicken 

said, “You know, we should open a 

restaurant to raise some money to 

spruce this place up.” 

“Okay.  What would we serve?” 

asked the pig. 

“I’m thinking ham and eggs,” said 

the chicken. 

“I’ll have to prayerfully consider 

that,” replied the pig. “Your menu means simple participation on your 

part - it means total commitment for me.” 

The fable of the pig and chicken has been around since at least 1950 

when it appeared in Bennett Cerf’s syndicated column. It’s been 

tweaked countless times and told in scores of variations - but the 

point  is always the same: the pig and chicken represent two types: 

those who simply participate versus those who wholeheartedly commit. 

 The story, of course, can be taken many ways. The reason a 

story endures long enough to become a fable is because it speaks a 

common truth. 

How many times have you seen this scenario played out in the church? 

There is a need. Some person (or group, or committee) proposes a pro-

gram, event, or project of some kind. The catch is that puts the  “pigs 

and chickens” in play. 
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Dr. Human and the session of St.          

Andrew’s will be welcoming new mem-

bers into our congregation in Septem-

ber. 

If you want to become a member of our 

congregation the welcome mat is out.  

The first step towards membership is 

making arrangements to speak with Dr. 

Human.  To make arrangements, you 

can call the office  (905) 278-8907 Tues-

day thru Friday from 9:00 - noon   or      

E-mail:                                              

standrewspc@bellnet.ca                         

 

Both have much to gain from the 

success of the project, but only the 

pigs will have any real skin  in the 

game - they will fully commit, 

carry the load, take the flack if 

things get sticky. Oh, the chickens 

are all good guys, willing to con-

tribute their bits, talk the talk, 

even give of their renewable re-

sources (the “eggs”), 

but commitment to making 

changes or getting things done? 

Not happening. 

Can one be both a pig and a 

chicken? Not at the same time. 

When it comes to serving God 

and to taking care of the business 

of the church, we must choose to 

be passive or to be committed. 

THERE CAN BE NO MIDDLE 

GROUND. 
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Need a Reason to!  

Clinton Mutumba was surprised when he was 

not beaten by the Sunday school teachers at 

the Kenyan church where his friend had invited 

him. At the nearby mosque where his mother 

Mary would drag him weekly, the instructors 

caned his legs when he mispronounced the  Koran’s Arabic verses. 

The boy’s journey from the mosque to the church was near miraculous. It began 

one day when he simply told his mother Mary that he did not want to go back to his 

Islamic religious classes. 

“Where will you go?” she asked him. 

“I want to go to church,” he told her. “The Lord will tell me where.” 

Mary recounts being surprised by this response, but she agreed to his request. 

Soon after, a friend invited Clinton to attend his evangelical church. 

“Each of us were supposed to invite a friend [to a special event],” his friend told 

him. Clinton said yes—realizing the Lord was telling him where to go. 

When Clinton joined his friend at church, 

he received a free gift-filled shoebox from 

Operation Christmas Child, a present that 

had traveled by sea all the way from North 

America to Kenya. 

“I just had to meet these people who gave 

him this box,” Mary said. “And I had to 

find out who would send a box full of gifts 

from another continent and not know where it is going to show love to people they 

would never meet. 

“This kind of love does not exist in Islam. I knew these must be God’s people.” 

So begins a mom and her son’s journey towards Christianity. 

From your Mission Committee 


