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It happens to all of us. It has probably happened or has started to happen to you. 

It has happened to me also. What am I talking about? I am talking about the fact 

that we cannot hear as well as we once could. We start to turn the volume up on 

the television or the radio. People ask us if we didn’t hear them. We find ourselves 

moving closer to try and hear what is being said. I love the following illustration: 

 

An old preacher spoke something in reply to a question from a young man,    

something so hushed that it was indistinguishable. 

The young man stepped across the room. 

“What did you say?” he asked. 

The preacher repeated himself, but again in a tone as soft as a  whisper. So the 

young man moved closer, until he was leaning on the preacher’s chair. 

“Sorry,” he said. “I still didn’t hear you.” 

With their heads bent together, the old preacher spoke once more. 

“God sometimes whispers,” he said, “so sometimes we will need to move closer to 

hear him.” 

When we pray to God for an answer to our situation, we all want God’s voice to 

come to us as a thunderclap. We want it loud and profound…no mistaking its di-

rection or meaning. However like Elijah’s experience, God’s voice is not always 

that obvious.   

 



1 Kings 19:11-13  “Go out and stand before me on the mountain,” the LORD told him. 

And as Elijah stood there, the LORD passed by, and a mighty windstorm hit the moun-

tain. It was such a terrible blast that the rocks were torn loose, but the LORD was not in 

the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earth-

quake. And after the earthquake there was a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And 

after the fire there was the sound of a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he 

wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.  

 

So often God’s voice is in the still, sound of a gentle whisper.  The wind, earthquake 

and fire will almost always get our attention and reaction first, however it is through 

the whisper where we experience God’s closeness.  

 

I am sure that you have had your interest piqued when you heard a whisper…your 

focus was    immediately drawn to it…did I miss something, what was said?  It is the 

same when God whispers. Our attention is grabbed…we need to move away from 

the wind, earthquake and fire, and move in closer to Him until our heads are touch-

ing to hear Him. 

 

As we age and our hearing starts to wane, we learn that we need to get closer…it 

becomes almost natural. As we age we also learn that we need to draw closer to 

God in order to hear Him…it needs to become almost natural. When we do, we ex-

perience that the closer we get to God, the better EVERYTHING becomes, not just 

our hearing. It is my prayer that as you age, and your physical hearing continues to 

have you get ever closer, that your spiritual hearing will also continue to have you 

get ever closer to God.  

 

“Go near and listen to all that the LORD our God says. Then tell us whatever the LORD 

our God tells you. We will listen and obey." Deuteronomy 5:27 



In Elijah Episode #5 the story of Ahab and Jeze-

bel ended in violent death for both of them as a 

result of their turning from the worship of the 

one true God of Israel to “…going after idols, as 

the Amorites had done…” (1 Kings 21:26). There is an interesting aside to last month’s story of 

Jezebel and Ahab who plotted to take possession of Naboth’s vineyard.   One day Elijah met 

Ahab in the vineyard and there Ahab expressed his quilt when he said to Elijah, “Have you found 

me, O my enemy?” (21:20). Ahab realized that he and his wife had made a huge mistake not only 

in taking Naboth’s vineyard but in worshipping the god Baal, the god of the surrounding nations.  

Elijah’s message from the LORD was that Ahab had sold himself to do what was evil in the sight of 

the LORD (21:25). Ahab felt the guilt and shame of displeasing God and scripture says, “… he 

tore his clothes and put sackcloth over his bare flesh; he fasted; lay in the sackcloth, and went 

about dejectedly” (21:27). God saw that Ahab was truly sorry for his actions and sent Elijah with 

another message which said, “Because he has humbled himself before me, I will not bring the 

disaster in his days; but in his son’s days I will bring the disaster on his house” (21:29). I believe 

the message of disaster that Elijah delivered refers to destruction of the land and people of Israel 

by the surrounding nations, not just the house of Ahab and his descendants. Commandment 

number two of the Ten Commandments confirms that God will not tolerate the worship of other 

gods and states “You shall not make for yourself an idol…” (Exodus 20:4). God goes on to say if 

you do, God will punish “… children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth gen-

eration of those who reject me…” (20:5). Ahab humbled himself; therefore God delayed His 

wrath on Israel until years later when He allowed the temple to be destroyed and the people to 

be taken captive by the Babylonians. 

 

 It is unsettling to realize that condemnation for Ahab’s sins would be carried on to the genera-

tions that followed him.  Although the God of Israel would not tolerate the worship of other gods 

as stated in the second Commandment, there is hope for those who are obedient to His com-

mands. The end of the second commandment says God will show His, “…steadfast love to the 

thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments” (Exodus 20: 6). 

 

After the death of Ahab, Ahaziah, Ahab’s son took over the throne of Israel (1 Kings 22:51). It is 

recorded that Ahaziah was just like his father Ahab and his mother Jezebel: he was a true wor-

shipper of Baal. Scripture says, “…he provoked the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger, just as his 

father had done” (22:53). Ahaziah like his parents also realized a tragic death.  It is recorded in 2 

Kings that Ahaziah “…fell through the lattice in his upper chamber… and lay injured” (2 Kings 

   
                  

(1Kings 21:29) 

 

Elijah Episode #6  



1:2). As he lay dying, Ahaziah sent for the prophets of Baal to tell him if he would live or die. 

Elijah intercepted the messengers and delivered the message from the God of Israel to Ahaziah 

saying, “…Therefore you shall not leave the bed to which you have gone, but shall surely 

die” (1:6). Ahaziah died after a short reign which lasted two years. 

 

The New Testament also tells the story of one who humbled himself:  Jesus, God’s son humbled 

himself to live on earth among humankind.  Paul explains that Jesus “…emptied Himself, taking 

the form of a slave, being born in human likeness” (Philippians 2:7).  Jesus’ role on earth was one 

of obedience to His Father and he is often referred to as the suffering servant.   Although He had 

done nothing to deserve death, His purpose for coming to earth was to die a cruel death on the 

cross for the redemption of humankind.  Paul explained it to the people of Philippi in his letter 

when he said, “And being found in human form, He humbled Himself and became obedient to 

the point of death even death on the cross” (Philippians 2:8). Death was not something Jesus 

looked forward to, especially experiencing the rejection from God His father, not to mention re-

jection from His disciples and friends. Jesus expressed His anguish when He said, “My God, My 

God, why have you forsaken me?”  (Matthew 27:46).  Jesus was rewarded for His humble obedi-

ence as recorded in Philippians, “Therefore God also highly exalted Him and gave Him the 

name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11). Each Sunday as we say the Apostles Creed we 

are reminded of Jesus’ exalted position.  He “…sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead”. 

 

Christians too have been called to humble themselves before God. At the dedication of Solo-

mon’s temple, the LORD appeared to Solomon and said,  “If my people who are called by my 

name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 

from Heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14). Ahab and gen-

erations that followed him realized the consequences of worshipping other gods instead of the 

God of Israel. Unlike Ahab and Jezebel, Jesus was obedient to God His Father.  What is the mes-

sage for Christians of the 21st century?  God is saying to His chosen people, love God, live hum-

bly and keep The Commandments.  There is a reward for obedience; sin will be forgiven and the 

land will be healed. 

 

 

 Next, month in Episode #7 the topic will be, And We Too Shall Rise. (2 Kings 2: 1-12) 



      
  

  
          

      
         

      

       Most people attending  the World Day of  

       Prayer service, place their offering on the off-

       ering  plate and never give it another thought.      

       The WDOP executive decided to share a more 

       in depth story of one of those projects with you 

       so you can better understand the value we 

       place on your attendance at our annual service

         

                        Kasubanate Lwere is a project in  Mutundwe, 

       Ugnada that received a  $4,000 grant from the 

             WDOP 2016 receipts               

         

       This money was collected in 2016 

                       and distributed in 2016.    

 

The goal of this project was to improve the health and education of the girls in the           

Kasubante Lwere Center by installing four clean, safe and accessible water supply points 

within the centre. 

As a result of this project, the 402 girls who live  at the center now have daily access to 

clean water within the safety of the center.  They no longer have to risk their lives on a 

dangerous journey walking  hours every day to get  access to water.  This has freed up 

countless hours for girls to spend in school, rather than walking to and fro for water. 

$4,000 has immediately altered the lives of the 402 girls now and will continue to impact 

the lives of girls and women living in the center for years to come.  Mark 4 tells us    

     “When seeds fall on good soil, it produces a crop multiplying 30, 60 or 100 times.. 

 



   
 
 

Before we talk about Pancake Tuesday we must first understand the meaning of Lent.  Lent was 

first observed in the Middle Ages.  The 40 days before Easter celebrations, were to be an enact-

ment of the 40 days Christ spent in the wilderness without food or drink, Lent was to be a time to 

bring human lusts and desires under control by abstention and self-sacrifice. 

 

The story goes that a young boy decided to eat more broccoli 

as his New Year’s resolution, so that he could give it up for 

Lent.  To discourage thinking like this, the church in the middle 

ages, restricted the good foods like meats, fats, eggs, milk, and 

fish.  Not to encourage the sin of waste, the church set aside the 

Sun, Mon, & Tues before Lent as a time to rid the household of 

all restricted foods. Soon these 3 days before Lent turned into a 

time of indulgence, eating rich food and partying or festivals 

and celebrations (Mardi Gras).  The carnivals descended into 

outlandish celebrations, public revelry and carousing.  As a 

result of the “Carnival” celebrations the church reduced the 

celebration from 3 days to 1 - Tuesday.  Fats eggs and milk in 

the form of pancakes  was the fastest way of using up these in-

gredients.  Thus pancakes became associated with the day be-

fore Lent.   The Europeans called this day Fat Tuesday or 

Shrove Tuesday but the English called it Pancake Tuesday.  

 

Can Pancake Tuesday have any religious meaning for us today? 

 

For many protestants, pancake Tuesday has no relevance but it’s a fun time to get together with 

friends. What tastes better than indulging in a stack of pancakes  smothered in butter and drip-

ping with maple syrup, or rolled up with fruit and topped with a dollop of whipped cream with 

some friends?  - Nothing but could it be more? 

   

If we take a few moments, we can give this time of fun and enjoyment some religious signifi-

cance.    Consider the roots of the day -  Planning and preparing.  When Christ sensed the end 

was at hand he planned for time alone with God in Gethsemane to prepare himself for emptying 

himself at Calvary.    


