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Another year is dawning:  

Dear Father, let it be,  

In working or in waiting,  

Another year with Thee;  

Another year of progress, 

Another year of praise,  

Another year of proving  

Thy presence all the days.  

 Another year of mercies,  

Of faithfulness and grace;  

Another year of gladness  

In the shining of Thy face;  

Another year of leaning  

Upon Thy loving breast;  

Another year of trusting,  

Of quiet, happy rest.  

 Another year of service,  

Of witness for Thy love;  

Another year of training  

For holier work above.  

Another year is dawning;  

Dear Father, let it be,  

On earth or else in heaven,  

Another year for Thee. 



My Cup  

Runneth Over 
 

 

 

 

We are now at the end of the year…

2016 is almost gone. As we look back, 

some of us can say that 2016 was a  stel-

lar year. I believe though, that more 

than a few of us would say that 2016 

was a very difficult year, one that we 

are glad to say “good-bye” to. Regard-

less of what kind of year it has been, 

God has walked with us. In Psalm 23 we 

read: “I will fear no evil: for Thou art with 

me; Thy rod and staff they comfort me.” 

God is always there, “restoring my 

soul.” He has promised that “goodness 

and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life.” 

 

A further line in that beloved Psalm, 

that we often sluff over, is: “my cup    

runneth over.” So often we look at what 

we do not have and what has been 

taken away. We fail to see what God has 

given us; blessed us with…so much so, 

that “my cup runneth over.” As I was 

thinking about this, a friend of mine 

emailed me the following poem that I 

share with you now. I believe it can truly 

help us put things into perspective, as 

we look at what kind of year 2016 was 

and what kind of year 2017 will be. 

 

 

Andrew’s 

 

 
Message  

For the  

New Year 

 



Attend                 

Sunday 

Morning 

Worship 

 

 

10:30am 

  

I’m Drinking  

from My Saucer   

 

I've never made a fortune,                              

and it's probably too late now. 

But I don't worry about that much,                   

I'm happy anyhow 

And as I go along life's way, 

I'm reaping better than I sowed. 

I'm drinking from my saucer, 

Cause my cup has overflowed.  

 

Haven't got a lot of riches, 

and sometimes the going's tough 

But I've got loving ones all around me, 

and that makes me rich enough.  

I thank God for his blessings, 

and the mercies He's bestowed. 

I'm drinking from my saucer, 

Cause my cup has overflowed. 

 

I remember times when things went 

wrong, 

My faith wore somewhat thin. 

But all at once the dark clouds broke, 

and the sun peeped through again. 

So Lord, help me not to gripe, 

about the tough rows I have hoed. 

I'm drinking from my saucer, 

Cause my cup has overflowed. 

 

If God gives me strength and courage, 

When the way grows steep and rough. 

I'll not ask for other blessings, 

I'm already blessed enough.                            

And may I never be too busy,                            

To help others bear their loads.                      

Then I’ll keep drinking from my saucer,    

Cause my cup has overflowed. 
may I never be too busy, 

to hp others use my cup has overflowed.  

Author: John Paul Moore 

May you have a Blessed New 

Year!!! 



Have you ever wondered where the money goes when you contribute to Presbyterian Sharing 

through your weekly envelope?   

 

I find in today’s busy world, finance administrators often assume that their donors  are familiar with 

all aspects of the mission.  This causes the administrators to assume there is no reason to elaborate 

on distribution decisions.  Finance people forget that the majority of their donors donate with little 

knowledge of the work or the accomplishments of the end receivers .  Donors  call it “faith”.  Faith in 

the cause and faith in the administrators.  I think the moderator of the general assembly must feel 

the same as he offered this message to begin the Advent   season.  The Moderator, the Rev.  Douglas 

H. Rollwage, issued a letter to thank congregations and individuals for the many kind and generous 

gifts to Presbyterians Sharing over the past year. 

 

I have chosen to insert his message in the January Beacon.  Not that it didn’t merit insertion in the 

Christmas edition, but Christmas,  for many, is a busy time.  A time to skim rather than digest and 

ponder.  Presbyterian Sharing deserves to be read not skimmed over. 

 

For those that already contribute to Presbyterian Sharing I hope this message makes you feel your 

donations are appreciated.  For those that know little about Presbyterian Sharing I hope this mes-

sage gives you insight into the work of the National Church  

 

 

 

A Message from the Moderator 

The Reverend Douglas H. Rollwage 




 

 

“As we wait for the light of hope to break into our midst, I write to you today to say thank you for 

sharing your light, hope, energy, time, talent, prayers and care with your own congregation and 

in service to so many others… Together, with Presbyterians across Canada, you are making  

mission and ministry happen, sharing the light of hope in Canada and around the world.” 

 

This year, gifts to Presbyterians Sharing have helped: 

 Gather together 430 youth, young adults and youth leaders to connect together, worship     

together and learn together at Canada Youth 

 

 Support over 40 international partners in places like Malawi, Taiwan, India, Ukraine and the 
Middle East by sending mission staff and volunteers and providing ministry grants 

 

 Host 319 websites for congregations, camps, presbyteries/synods and other ministries 
 

 Bring together 348 commissioners, young adult and student representatives, ecumenical 
guests and resource people from across Canada to dream and plan at General Assembly, 

and provide live streaming so even more could join in online 

 

“In September, I was able to visit with our partners in The Presbyterian Church of Korea. Over 

and again they expressed such gratitude, that we and others had cared enough to reach out in 

mission and in service to a country badly in need of the Gospel… I want you to know that your 

gifts are making a real difference in the name of Christ, here at home and around our world.” 

 

This Christmas, (Substitute New Year) please continue to remember the work of  Presbyterians in 

Canada through Presbyterians Sharing in your prayers and financial gifts. 

 


Moderator of the 142nd General Assembly 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

 

As you plan your financial charitable contributions for the new year , should you have ques-

tions about Presbyterian Sharing please consult your elder or any member of the Financial 

Team for  further clarification. 



Today Dogs are generally thought of as ‘man’s best friend’ as in a positive fashion.  Dogs are fre-

quently mentioned throughout scripture but often they were strays roaming the streets looking 

for food where they could find scraps.  In Revelation dogs are found sitting outside the gate of 

Heaven not able to enter; sitting along with sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and idola-

ters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood (22:15). In the Old Testament the dog was 

considered an unclean animal that ran wild and masterless, devouring dead bodies (1Kings 

14:11). The name dog was also used in a derogatory manner to reproach someone or if someone 

desired to express humility they might refer to themselves as a dog as found in (1 Samuel 24:14). 

The Psalmist poetically called his enemies dogs, evildoers who encircled him (Pslam22:16). In 

our Old Testament story of Elijah, we see dogs as scavengers, fulfilling the prophecy of the 

prophet of Elijah. 

 

The Old Testament story begins with Ahab the King of Israel sulking and not eating. He had 

found a beautiful vineyard situated beside his palace during one of his outings. The vineyard be-

longed to Naboth the Jezreelite.  Ahab said to Naboth, “Give me your vineyard…because it is 

near my house” (1 Kings 21:2). Ahab to his credit offered to pay for the land but Naboth refused 

saying the land had been in his family for years and he would not sell. When Jezebel the queen 

heard why Ahab was sulking she devised a plan. She wrote letters to the elders and nobles of 

Naboth’s city telling them to proclaim a fast and seat Naboth at the head of the table. They did as 

Jezebel said and had two ‘scoundrels’ sit opposite to him and declare that Naboth had cursed 

God and the king (21:13). The people took Naboth out and stoned him to death as per Jezebel’s 

instructions. When Jezebel heard that Naboth was dead she sent Ahab to go and take possession 

of the vineyard. But Elijah was there as well with a message from God. The message was, “Thus 

says the LORD: Have you killed, and also taken possession? ...in the place where dogs licked up 

the blood of Naboth, dogs will also lick up your blood” (21:19). There was also a message for 

Jezebel his wife. “…The dogs shall eat Jezebel …” (21:23). 

 

The death of King Ahab and the death of his wife Jezebel is an unhappy 

story. King Ahab went to battle disguised so the enemy would not single 

him out to kill him. Scripture records that “…a certain man drew his bow 

and unknowingly struck the king of Israel between the scale armor and the 

breastplate” (22:34). Later that day as Ahab sat in his chariot he died while 

the blood flowed from the wound and “…the dogs licked up his blood, and 

the prostitutes washed themselves in it” (22:38). Scripture records the 

death of Jezebel sometime later as equally violent.  As Jezebel looked out 




 

Elijah Episode #5  



of the window of her house, she was thrown down to the ground. It says, “…some of her blood 

spattered on the wall and on the horses, which trampled on her” (2 Kings 9:33). Later they found 

only her skull, feet and palms of her hands, after the dogs had eaten her flesh. So both Ahab and 

Jezebel died and were devoured by the dogs as Elijah had prophesied. 

 

The New Testament records in Luke the  story of the Rich Man and Lazarus. Scripture describes 

the contrast between the two men, the rich man dressed in purple and fine linen and ate 

‘sumptuously every day’ while Lazarus was covered with sores which the dogs came and licked 

(Luke 16:19-21).  These would probably be stray dogs that roamed the street looking for food 

but in this case they brought comfort to Lazarus. The story continues that both men died, Lazarus 

going to Abraham’s bosom or Heaven and The Rich Man to Hades or Hell.  The Rich man was in 

such torment in Hell that he called on Abraham to send Lazarus to dip his finger in water, “…and 

cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames” (16:24).  Abraham explained to the rich man 

that there was a chasm between and that no one could cross over. So the Rich Man begged that 

Abraham send Lazarus to his father’s house where he had five brothers to warn them so they 

wouldn’t follow him to the place of torment. He begged, surely,” … if someone goes to them 

from the dead, they will repent” (16:30). But the answer came,”…if they do not listen to Moses 

and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead” (16:31). 

 

In the Old and New Testament stories, we could ask the question; did God let the dogs out? The 

dogs participated in administering God’s judgment, eating the flesh and blood of those who did 

not follow God’s laws and ministering to the wounds of those who needed comfort.  What is the 

message these stories from scripture have for us today? The most obvious lesson is that God 

does not tolerate those who willingly disregard his commandments. Scripture says, “ Indeed, 

there was no one like Ahab, who sold himself to do what was evil in the sight of the LORD, urged 

on by his wife Jezebel” (1Kings 21:25). Ahab and Jezebel broke: 

 Commandment #6  Thou shalt not kill; 

Commandment #8   Thou shalt not steal; 

Commandment #10 Thou shalt not covet. 

 

For Ahab and Jezebel the consequences were not worth the pleasure of owning Naboth’s vine-

yard.  The Old Testament records that Ahab did not heed the message of the prophet Elijah and 

the New Testament story tells us that not everyone who hears the Gospel (Good News) will listen 

and accept even if the messenger were raised from the dead. Jesus used the expression, “Let 

anyone with ears to hear listen” (Mark 4:9).  Today in the 21st century God’s message is the same 

as recorded in the Old and New 

Testaments; are we listening? 

 

Next month Elijah                          

Episode #6  is titled                       

“And He Humbled  

Himself”        

(1 Kings21:29) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a Presbyterian, I’m not overly schooled on the Christian calendar.  

You are reading this edition during the Christmas season, yet in a few weeks           

January 6th will mark Epiphany.   

 

I know, about Advent, and Christmas but I know little about Epiphany?                   

 

First off, I discovered that Epiphany is a day not a period of time. 

 

Epiphany comes from the Greek work epiphaneia meaning “an appearance” or a 

“revealing”. 

 

Centuries ago, the church set aside January 6th, twelve days after Christmas to mark 

the revealing of Jesus Christ to the wise men.  The wise men were not Jewish.  They 

were from a far country and had not been a part of the movement of God’s chosen 

children throughout the ages,.  Yet somehow they were moved and intrigued by this 

star and decided to follow this moving star to it’s destination.  The wise men were 

outsiders or Gentiles. 

 

Jesus picked his disciples from the Jewish faith, but God’s revelation of the divine 

king to those outside the Jewish nation reminds us that Jesus came to save the 

world.  The Jewish nation or the people of Israel first and then the Gentiles.   

 

The symbols of Epiphany include:  light—to see by,  crowns  - to know the path is 

for rich and poor alike, and a star—to guide the way.    

 

Green the colour of Epiphany symbolizes life, growth, hope and eternity.   

 

 



World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement 

led by                                                                                        

Christian women 

who welcome you to join in                                               

Prayer and Action                                                                    

for Peace and Justice.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Am I Being Unfair to You? 

The 2017 program written by the                                                                                                     

World Day of Prayer Committee of the Philippines                                                        

Matthew 20: 1-16 

In the story Jesus told about the kingdom of heaven, he saw no wrongdoing in giving equally. 

However, the workers who felt entitled to receive more greatly complained.                                

This dialogue is turned into a question for the 2017 WDP theme -                                                     

“Am I Being Unfair to You?”  

Watch for more information about the World Wide Service of Prayer taking place in Port Credit 

at St. Mary Star of the Sea on Friday March 3rd  



  Bells ring out 

       Happy and pealing 

       The joyous hymn  

          of a New Year 

              Bright with  

            hope and zeal 

  We’ve just come through 

  The Season of Love 

  And the thought 

        That rings in my heart…… 

         Another year, and the  

 days, 

                 The hours, the     

          minutes  and  

                         seconds 

 We still get to celebrate 

 The love sent from                               

above 

In every deed 

In continued goodwill 

In productive purpose 

And perhaps 

Second chances 

To effect a change 

And make your mark! 

No matter how small 

The gesture 

It will leave a footprint. 

 

The Bells of  

a New Year 

 

Hear the bells ring 

And take them with you 

The echo of the chimes 

Stay long into the year 

The memory of God’s Love 

Embrace you 

And hold you 

Till Christmas comes again! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the joy of the season go 
with you into new                
experiences and                         

discoveries!  
 

God’s  gift of Love will be with 
you always! 

 

 

 Denise Neuhaus             
Christmas 2016 

                                                       



Youth  Ministry  
 The Youth Group participated in Frosty's Frolic this year and had such a great time.  All 

of our youth turned out in force to decorate baked goods on Friday night. Thanks to     

Darlene who organized and made all of the food for sale.  And thank you to Brad,         

Jennifer, Will, Ann, Jordan, Sophie and Lexi who all put in their time to help out at the 

table, in the lunch room and all around.  Brad and Will also helped with bagging leaves, 

doing double duty.  Despite the rain, it turned out to be a very good day.  Well done      

everyone!! 

The youth group has been a major presence this year with all the many activities that they 

came out for.  Times have changed but the fact that St. Andrew’s still has a youth group is a 

testament to our youth’s commitment.   Darlene and I are immensely proud of all we accom-

plished this year and want to wish our youth group and the congregation a very Happy New 

Year.  May God stand at our side in the coming year as we go boldly into new experiences! 

Denise 



 

The  last thing placed over 

the granite arched entrance 

to the exquisite d'Amour Cas-

tile  was a small marble 

statue of Aphrodite, the 

Greek goddess of love. The 

building took two very labo-

rious  years to erect, but let's 

start at the beginning. 

Josef Kovac, was a very 

wealthy furniture builder and  

had travelled to  a buyer's 

home in Vienna in the winter 

of 1820. What he was not ex-

pecting on that trip was to 

meet Carmella Weiss, the sis-

ter in law of the buyer.  

     by             EVERETT BRIDGES 

d'Amour 

Castile 

The strong attraction be-

tween Josef and Carmella 

was immediate. Within 

months, they were engaged 

with a wedding date set two 

years out to allow time for 

Koavc to build the perfect 

love nest. They selected 

Gyor Hungary, a peaceful 

part of the country that is half-

way between Vienna and Bu-

dapest. It was  more like a 

small castle complete with 

centre hall design  and fur-

nished with the finest carpets, 

crystal, leaded glass, and ar-

tifacts from all over the world 

One month before the wed-

ding, Camilla took sick and 

died of the plague. Kovac 

was beyond devastated and 

abandoned the house. As 

Kovac, a heartbroken man, 

rode his buggy away from 

the grand entrance, he 

looked back and tearfully 

stared at  Aphrodite.  

A year after d'Amour Castile 

was abandoned, Kovac's 

cousin, Giles Zoltan who had 

four children as well as a 

pregnant wife, purchased the 

home and made it their coun-

try estate. They had three 

more children and jokingly  

blamed Aphrodite for their 

propagation of four more 

children.  

For well over one hundred 

years, four generations of 

Zoltans occupied the castle. 

Two large wings were added 

throughout the years to ac-

commodate the larger family, 

servants, and entertainment 

space.  The interior rivalled 

the finest estates in Europe.  

The Zoltan family had be-

come the elite of Hungary.  

But in 1937 the clouds of war 

were rapidly approaching 

Hungary through Austria. Not 

wanting to risk his family of 

an impending occupation by 

the German army, the Zoltans 

hurriedly left for the safety of 

Switzerland leaving many 

fine possession behind. Once 

again, the castle was aban-

doned.  

It sat empty for three years 

until 1940 when Field Marshal 

Wilhelm Keitel Hitler's chief 

of staff of the Third Reich es-

tablished his headquarters  in 

the castle. He called it his Ea-

gles Nest. During the occupa-

tion, the castle was stripped 

of all valuables. Keitel, was 

however, a student of  Greek 

history and architecture and 

refused to remove Aphrodite  

 

(Continued on page 13) 



from the entrance. The statue 

of Aphrodite stayed intact.  

With the German war effort 

heading toward a loss,  Keitel 

retreated to Germany in late 

1944 leaving the castle once 

again abandoned.  

The pre and post war genera-

tion of the Zoltans had found 

success and happiness in 

Switzerland and had no  de-

sire to return to a war torn 

country let alone a dilapi-

dated castle.  

By the early 1960's, Europe 

had become a pasture for the 

roaming Roma. To them an 

abandoned castle was ideal 

for home, so much so, that it 

became  the home of the 

gypsy queen. The Roma were 

a free loving tribe and saw 

the statue of Aphrodite as a 

sign of their right to be in the 

castle. They were also a cul-

ture that evoked fear in out-

siders so there was little ef-

fort to remove them. How-

ever, by the 1980's, the Roma 

found greener pastures in 

richer parts of both Europe 

and North America. The cas-

tle sat empty for another over 

twenty years. 

By 2010, Gyor was fast be-

coming the playground for 

people from both Austria and 

Hungary. Developers saw 

this and began to plan a total 

makeover for the area includ-

ing resorts, condos, enter-

tainment venues, and a bou-

tique style shopping mall. 

This meant that the castle had 

to be demolished. The his-

torical society was not happy, 

(Continued from page 12) but they knew that the castle 

would cost too much to re-

store and maintain, so a com-

promise needed to be found.  

Today, Gyor has it's resorts, 

condos, its entertainment 

venues, and its boutique style 

mall. The compromise? The 

mall main entrance is the 

grand marble arch of the old 

castle, d'Amour Catile. Above 

sits the statue of Aphrodite.  

 

 Woolsey Here  

 

 

 

Last month  

1. Betty MacKenzie Hill 

2. Roberta Aitken 

3. Denise Neuhaus 

Found me rehearsing with 

the   children in the cartoon 

on page # 16. 

If you find me in this edi-

tion, you can contact Karen 

                                                   

E-MAIL kcb@eol.ca     

OR PHONE KAREN  AT            

416 259-4458                                       



































 

 

If you are reading this newsletter in print, did you 

know you can see it in colour on our web site? 

www.standrewsportcredit.ca 

 

Then click on the BEACON heading and that will 

take you to all our recent issues. 

 

If you would like to receive the newsletter           

delivered to your in box before 7am on the last 

Sunday of the month then send an e-mail to 

kcb@eol.ca 

With the word subscribe on the message line.  You 

will get a confirmation letter as soon as your name 

is put on the subscribers list. 

 

We encourage all our readers to comment on       

articles, submit articles and or pictures, offer sug-

gestions  and ideas on what you would like to see 

in the Beacon.   

We aim to make the newsletter your prime source 

of Church activities.  





101 shoeboxes filled with toys and gifts for 

children ages 2-14 left St. Andrew’s on a 

journey across the world.  This generosity 

shows children they are not forgotten by 

people  that live far away. 

The children have received their box.  The 

boxes have been opened and the gifts in-

side have been put to good use. 

Last year,  one week after the children     

received their shoebox gift,  they  were   

invited back to the center to hear about 

God  and his love for them, through a 12 

week Bible Study called The Greatest    

Journey.                                                           

Here are the results of 2015 your gifts: 



On behalf of the children and Samaritan’s 

Purse, thank you for taking the time to fill a 

shoe box and introduce children around 

the world to our loving God. 

At the  

Twonie Lunch 

Friday Dec. 30th               

Doors open at 11:30 

 


Thursday January 12th 

Is our next  day to give some very cold, hungry folks 

a sandwich, cookies a     

coffee and a purpose and a 

place to come inside           

for the morning.  






Remember our friends from the Wednesday summer 

BBQ’s we held?  Over this busy Christmas season have 

you ever wondered how some of those folks will be 

celebrating Christmas?  

Well let me share with you what Andrea Wainwright 

our St. Andrew’s representative to The Compass and 

other volunteers are doing for our summer friends.  

They’re serving our friends  lunch and dinner and in          

between offering an afternoon of fun and excitement.  

The Compass is striving to open the doors to all those 

living in south Mississauga that might find themselves 

alone on Christmas Day.  

 

Sandwich & Veggie Plate for lunch

Followed by:  Live music, carol sing song, Santa Visit, Christmas 

movie, board games, and a raffle and chances are there are 

other surprises waiting for them and then

The words the whole world waits for                                         

 

 

Then our friends will gather round a large  harvest table to enjoy 

a Christmas turkey dinner with all the fixins. 

 

 

Compass has extended its boundaries east to the Etobicoke border and west to the Oakville     

border and is now able to serve all the communities of south Mississauga programs such as: 

 Cooking classes 

 Coffee times and lunch programs 

 Computer training and ESL classes and groups 

 Tax assistance and help with government program access  

 Social Service access assistance 

 Market intake 

 

and much more 

And of course the Market (a more uplifting description than the more familiar food bank title.) 

 



Christianity and Fellowship go together.   

Being an older congregation, for some, night driving is  challenging making 

evening events  difficult to attend.   

Coffee Hour provides a time of fellowship, a time to meet and greet and talk with old friends and 

keep in touch with the  activities and our church friends.  

If you are someone who can give an hour or two over the noon hour to help with                       

COFFEE HOUR,                                                                                                                                                    

your help will be greatly appreciated 

It was wonderful 

on December 4th 

when our old 

friends Garry 

and Susan Reive 

returned for a 

visit. 


