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Summer                                                            
The stuff of dreams.                                     

When adults sit at their desks,                         
and children sit in school,                                   

dreaming of summer.                                        
A time of never ending fun.                           

Summer                                                      

When the days seem to last forever.              

When wonderful weather never seems to stop.  
So long in coming and so quick to leave         

Summer                                                              

A time of romance for young and old alike.       
Days of excitement and the enjoyment of life.                                      

Summer                                                      
never seems to last long enough.                                                                

It’s over before we get a chance to fully             
experience its power.                                             

Like all the wonderful gifts God gives to us.                                                                 
The time with us is always too short. 

 



Sunday June 4th  



Andrew’s 
As most of you know, I absolutely love pipe organs. They are known as the "King 

of all instruments," and, as such, are then the most appropriate instrument with 

which to cause the church to resonate with exultant praise for the "Lord of Lord's" 

and "King of Kings!" Most would agree that only an organ can set the appropriate 

mood or atmosphere for a desired worship setting. It is various stops and set-

tings, like the "Bourdon" or "Diapason" for thundering bass, the "Vox Humana" or 

"Mixture" for congregational singing, the "harmonic Piccolo" or "Octave Quint" 

for light heavenly flights, that all combine to create an ambience like nothing else. 

I, personally, cannot imagine a worship service that would not be enhanced by 

the majestic sound of the organ.  

Having just sung the praises of the organ, there are still many that would see the 

organ as an antiquated relic of the past. It is seen as nothing more than, what it 

once was described, as a “kist O’whistles.” There was actually a time when the 

organ was seen as far too modern and popish. Listen to what one of my col-

leagues, the Rev. David Calderwood, would have said about me in the 

"Presbyterian Armory" in the year of our Lord 1638:  

"if the Reverend (Andrew Human) were a true pastor he would Ioveth no music 

in the House of God but such as edifieth, and would stoppeth his ear at instru-

mental music as serving the pedagogy of the untoward Jews (who use, as found 

in the Psalms, the lyre, tambourine, drums, trumpet, flute, etc.), under the law 

and being figurative of that spiritual joy whereunto our hearts should be 

opened under the Gospel Truly who can say that the grace of Joy in the Holy 



Ghost wrought by the droning of organs, the "Devil's box of pipes, " ... is a work 

of the Spirit merited by Christ? Truly the Rev. (Andrew Human) has been be-

guiled by the Devil for he Ioveth carnal and curious singing and music, to the 

ear, more than the spiritual melody of the Gospel, and therefore would have an-

tiphony and organs in all the Cathedral kirks upon no greater reason than other 

shadows of the law of Moses, or lessening instruments as lutes, citherus or 

pipes used in other kirks. The Rev. (Andrew Human) faileth to realize that the 

organ is a badge of Jewish and popish religion. "  

 

Believe it or not, even the playing of the bagpipe was in question, when played on 

the Sabbath. A piper charged with playing upon his great pipe on Sunday at a 

time of preaching was in contempt of God, His Word and Kirk, and had to do pen-

ance by standing in hairclayth.  

 

James Roy, pyper, accusit for ganging through the toun playing on his gryit py-

ipe in the nycht seasoun without consent or licence of the toun and magistrats 

thairof and lykwayis for playing this last Sonday upoun his gryit pyip at eftir-

none in tyme of preaching in contempt of God his word and kirk and thairfoir 

thai appoint him to stand in the hairclayth on Sonday nixt and mak his repen-

tance publictlie and that he remane in the stepill till he find caution to do the 

same.  

Records of Elgin, ii, 26-7  

 

This debate about whether instruments, and in particular the organ, were to be 

tolerated in the Kirk raged on for hundreds of years and even came over with 



those who immigrated to Canada. As recent as 1889, the organ was seen as an 

instrument not to be tolerated, and in fact torn down. The opponents of organs 

got a big boost when they could point out that even God was against organs. 

Proven when He allowed St. Andrew's Kingston (my home church) to burn down 

when they went "modern" in 1889 by installing an organ and first using it to    

celebrate that popish festival known as Christmas. It burnt down on Hogmanay 

(December 31).  

Many years have passed and the organ is now an accepted and welcome instru-

ment. Most churches have some type of organ in use that tries to imitate the 

royal sounds of a real pipe organ. We at St Andrew’s Memorial Presbyterian 

Church are most  fortunate to have the "real thing" for ourselves. However, there 

will always be debate whether the organ should be used…it is either too modern 

or not modern enough…hmmmmmm. 

 

 

 

 

MY HARMONICA IS 

READY IF THE ORGAN IS 

A “NO-GO” 



The story of Elisha continues with the story of his encounter with a rich woman who 

saw a need. The wealthy woman lived at Shunem and when Elisha visited that area 

she would encourage him to share food at her table. Elisha must have been a     

regular visitor at the home of the Shunammite woman because she requested that 

her husband build a small room on the roof of their house for Elisha.  The                

Shunammite woman recognized that Elisha was ‘a holy man of God’ and she knew 

he had few resources of his own for building a resting place; a quiet place for         

renewal (2 Kings 4:9). She furnished the room with the necessities, a bed, a table, a 

chair and a lamp. It was to be for Elisha when he passed through the area of 

Shunem.   Scripture goes on to tell that Elisha often stopped by his room on the roof 

when passing through Shunem. 

 

It is not unusual to hear people today say, “I just need a few days of quiet, away from 

everything”. The world today is a busy place with constant information overload 

and a quiet place is just as necessary today for renewal as it was in the time of         

Elisha. Songs have been written about a place of our own, away from the crowds.  In 

the late 1970s the Drifters made popular a secular song written by James Taylor 

called ‘Up on the Roof’. The Lyrics go like this: 

 

  When this old world starts getting me down 

  And people are just too much for me to face 

  I climb way up to the top of the stairs 

  And all my cares just drift right into space 

  On the roof, it’s peaceful as can be 

  And there below the world can’t bother me 

  Let me tell you now 

 

  When I come home feelin’ tired and beat 

  I go up where the air is fresh and sweet (up on the roof) 

  I get away from the hustling crowd 

(Continued on page 7) 









 

 

 

  And all that rat-race noise down on the street (up on the roof)… 

 

The song continues but the idea it presents is that when we are ‘tired and beat’ we 

need a place apart to find rest from the problems of the outside world.  A place of 

one’s own is not only desired by adults, but   children also love to find and retreat to 

a space of their own. Notice how they shut the door to their room. 

 

In the New Testament, Jesus realized the importance of a place away; away from the 

crowds in His preparation to present the gospel message.  Jesus retreated to a quiet 

place to pray where He could renew His relationship with the Father.  Jesus also    

instructed His disciples to find a quiet place to pray.  He said, “Whenever you pray, 

go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret and your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you” (Matthew 6:6). Jesus rebuked those who 

made a show of praying in public to be seen of others. 

 

Jesus not only instructed, He set the example for His disciples and today for       

Christians to follow. When He was about to choose twelve disciples  to assist with 

His ministry , Luke writes that Jesus went up into a mountain to pray and He spent 

the night in prayer to God (Luke 6:12). The next day he chose twelve men from his 

disciples to be named apostles and followers.  The New Testament records other 

references of Jesus retreating to be alone to pray. Luke says as word spread and 

crowds gathered to hear Jesus, He withdrew to deserted places to pray (Luke 5:16). 

Jesus was familiar with the Mount of Olives and often prayed there. The night prior 

to His crucifixion, He was accompanied by the disciples to the Mount of Olives.  He 

stopped and asked them to pray, then scripture says He withdrew from them, knelt 

down and prayed alone (Luke 22:41). 

 

The disciples followed Jesus’ example and scripture records they also found quiet 

places to pray. Luke, the author of Acts recorded the story of Peter and his visit to 

the house of Simon the Tanner (10:32). Peter had been on a journey and as he came 

near the city he approached the house of Simon the Tanner and, “…Peter went up on 

the roof to pray” (Acts 10: 9). Peter’s time in quiet prayer was a time of preparation 

for his meeting the next day with three men who came to see him. They requested 

him to go with them to visit Cornelius a Roman Centurion (Acts 10: 20-22). Cornelius 

was a Gentile and according to tradition the Jews including Peter regarded him as 

unapproachable and unclean.  Jewish tradition dictated that Peter could not visit or 

have a conversation with Cornelius. The previous night while Peter was on the roof 

top in prayer, God showed him in a vision that he should not regard Gentiles as un-

clean vs. 28. Peter followed God’s message and disregarded tradition when he met  

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 


