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GOD’S BLESSINGS?GOD’S BLESSINGS?  

A young father approached his dad 

for a loan for a 2nd car for his grow-
ing family.  He knew his dad could 

afford it . So the dad said he’d think 
on it and give him an answer at  

dinner on Father’s day. The big day 
arrived and after dinner dad passed 

over a plain wrapped box.  Inside 
was a leather-bound, embossed    

Bible.  The son said thanks but no 
thanks.  He left, leaving the pack-

age and the bible behind, and a   
little less respect for his dad.  He 

went to the bank, got himself a loan 
and purchased a well used small 

car.  Life went on.     

     
Years later, after his father died, the 

son entered his father’s study with  
sorrow and sense of loss. Sorting 

through his dads belongings, he 
found the gift he had left behind so 

many years before.  He opened the 
box, took out the bible and turned 

to the bookmarked page and found 
this highlighted verse: 

  
“If you then, who are evil, know                                                            

how to give good gifts to your     
children,                                                  

how much more will your Father                                                           

who is in heaven                                                                                    
    give good things 

to those who ask him!”    
                          

Suddenly something dropped from 

the back of the Bible: a key with a 

tag from a sports car dealership.  It 
was a key to a sports car the son 

had wanted so long ago but with a 
young family and responsibilities 

was way out of his financial reach.  
On the tag were the words  

 
“Paid in Full”. 

     

How often have we missed out on 

God’s generous gifts because they 

came “packaged” differently than 

we had expected!  Throughout our 

life God continually bestows gifts on 

us — may we be open to every gift 

and may we understand that even if 

the gift seems like a burden at the 

time it is received, God only         

bestows on us gifts worthy of a     

Father’s deep love. 



A Father who knows 

When his child needs 

A hand-holding 

Or a hug 

A word, or a to-do 

Is a father who cares 

Who wants more for his children 

Than he had, 

Than he did, 

Than he can. 

 

A Father who says 

More with a smile 

Than a thousand words 

The many loving moments 

With a look 

Or the disappointments 

With a sigh 

Is a father who feels deeply 

The needs of his children 

The all-encompassing love 

The fears in growing up 

The doubts that can fly 

But gives the strength to try. 

 

A Father who can touch 

The hearts of his children 

Infusing them with compassion 

And consideration 

Demonstrate tolerance 

And the zeal for knowledge 

Is the father who wants them 

To find their paths in life 

Hopes and dreams to build 

 

 

 

 

Imbue with harmony 

Their everyday moments 

So they can stand 

And they can live. 

 

A Father who can love 

His children to distraction 

Guide and direct 

Their straying steps 

Discipline by deeds 

And words 

Show and tell them 

All they mean to him 

Is a father filled to capacity 

In doing the daily “do’s” 

In saying what needs to be said 

In baring his soul 

And revealing how important each is 

In their own way 

In being the one person 

Who doesn’t let them down 

But picks them up after a fall 

And points them in the way they should 

go 

Ever vigilant, ever watchful, ever loving 

Ever a father 

In every sense of the word! 
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To all the Fathers, those who spend the 

time guiding others in need, helping 

others to stand….this one is for you!  

Happy Father’s Day with love! 

In Every Sense of the Word 



     by             EVERETT   

      BRIDGES 
     

 
 

 
It was almost twenty years ago 

when the signs began to show. 
There was the forgetfulness, the 

apprehensions and fears, the 
higher demands. She was living 

alone in a small wartime bungalow 

since my father passed away    
several years earlier. As her only 

child, and only blood relative 
within a thousand miles, she      

respected my suggestion to try a 
seniors residence where she didn't 

have to shop, or cook or clean. It 
would be a trial period and if she 

didn't like it, she would go home.  
 

Fortunately, the trial was success-
ful and gone were the worries of 

her slipping and falling down the 
steep basement steps, or the snow 

not getting shovelled, or the grass 

not cut. 
 

The first few days at the "home" 
as she called it were good until she 

lost her watch. A frantic call to my 

office mid afternoon was short and 
to the point. She wanted a Timex, 

one that lit up in the dark and it had 
to have large numbers as well.  

"Don't spend too much", was her  
direction. To her generation, a 

Timex was a Rolex and I wasn't  
prepared to try and talk her into any 

other brand.  
 

Fortunately, 
Eaton's had 

the exact 
watch, a 

Timex Indi-

glo. It was     
battery op-

erated  so 
no winding, 

and to get 
the light on 

all she had 
to do was press the bezel. Best of 

all, it was only $20. 
 

That watch went through her time 
at the "home" as well as two long 

term care facilities and countless 
trips to the hospital. It saw food 

from the dining rooms, soap from 

the bathrooms and who knows what 
else.  

 
After she passed, the funeral direc-

tor gave me her personal effects 
which included the watch. It was put 

in a box with many of her other    
effects and stored until a year or so 

later. I opened the box, and there it 
was, the watch, still operating. 

 
After some reminiscing, I cleaned it 

up and put a masculine band on it. I 



don't wear it often, but there are 

times that it magically winds up on 

my wrist for a few days. I could 

never figure out why it seemed to 

feel  so much better on me than my 

$500 Citizen Eco until I told this 

story to a friend. She had the      

answer that I now think is what I 

was searching for. She said, 

"Perhaps it is because that old 

Timex still has a pulse running 

through it." I couldn't and wouldn't 

argue with that.  

 

“Beautiful young people are          

accidents of nature, but beautiful 

old people are works of art.” 

Eleanor Roosevelt. 

 

 

The Best - Father 

 

17th-century British preacher Tho-
mas Watson wrote that God didn’t 

take a high-and-mighty title; no, 
God chose to call himself Father.  

Why?  Could it be that He wanted us 
to keep Him in our daily thoughts, 

close by, with easy access, a friend, 

a teacher, a source of encourage-
ment?  He wanted us to have daily 

contact with Him by prayer.  As we 
mature we come to an understand-

ing that God isn’t just any father, he 
is “the best Father.” Watson offers 

his reasons why God is “the best  
Father”:  

• He is the most ancient (Daniel 
7:9).  

• He is perfect (Matthew 5:48).  
• He is the wisest (Romans 16:27).  

• He is the most loving (Zephaniah 
3:17; 1 John 4:16).  

• He has unsearchable riches 

(Ephesians 3:8).  
• He can reform his children (Acts 

9:11).  
• He never dies (1 Timothy 6:16; 

Revelation 1:8). 



Can you imagine going through 

summer without some BBQ?   

While you’re up at the cottage cooking up BBQ by the lake there are some folks 

down here struggling to get by in a hot city apartment or just one room with a hot 

plate.  So we need you to give us a hand here.  Could you buy some ice cream, 

bring it to the basement kitchen freezer before church Sunday morning and put it in 

the freezer labeled BBQ. 

Then maybe another week you could bring a pan of squares labeled BBQ and put 

them in the freezer then go off to the cottage knowing you shared a part of your 

wonderful summer BBQ’s with those who don’t have the means to BBQ.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compass has assigned  St. Andrew’s Wednesday August 9th & 

Wednesday August 16th  evenings to host the summer months BBQ 

for the Compass patrons.  Since it’s come as you are, no reservations or sign ups are 

needed we need to be prepared.  We could have between 40 - 75 people of all ages 

show up for a Canadian   summer food experience and we know you want to be a 

part of this event.  

 

Why is your help needed?  When the cottagers have flown the coop leaving behind 

ice cream and some baking there’s still lots of work for the staycationers to do, to 

ensure a pleasant evening dinner for all who come,  

 

What might I be asked to do?  Good Question!  Before you call                                  

Phyllis Hickingbottom @ (905) 276 - 0567or Elsie Berry @ (905) 278 - 7623 

Here’s where they could use your assistance 

 

They need people to COME EARLY and help with meal 

Cottagers 

STAYcationers 


