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The first day of spring is 

one thing. 

The first spring day is    

another. 

The difference between them 

is sometimes as great as a 

month. 

 

- Henry Van Dyke - 



Andrew’s 

God’s Angel… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This will be the first Mother’s Day that I will not have my Mom alive to 

honour. Mothers are such a priceless jewel in God’s crown. A mother is the 

one person who can show God’s unconditional love. Regardless of what I 

did, I could always count on the fact that Mom would love me. The task of 

motherhood is never done. My Mom would often say that “Even if you 

were the Pope, I would still be your mother and I would still be advising 

you.” There is real truth there. I’m sure you have experienced it and I 

know that Ida and I have experienced it…you do not stop loving your chil-

dren; you do not stop worrying for them; you do not stop being a part of 

their life. 

I truly think that mothers have adopted the following verses of Scripture 

found in Philippians 2:1-4 

“If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 

comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness 
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and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like minded, having 

the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish 

ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than your-

selves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to 

the interests of others."  

Is there not a mother out there who does not put everyone else’s interests 

and well-being above their own? Even in our own congregation here at St. 

Andrew’s, I have seen this love. We have all been deeply saddened as we 

have had to give our “Church Moms, Mums and Mamas” back to God. Many 

is the time that we have been turned from doing wrong (or even what’s 

easy) because we knew of the love and confidence in the hearts of our 

real and adopted Moms. 

The Bible even says “My children, hear the instruction of your father, and 

do not discard the law of your mother.” -Prov. 1:8 Moms are always there 

to give us that Godly perspective. God places them in our lives for a pur-

pose and we hear these words: 

“Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for this is 

the right thing to do. "Honor your father and mother." This is the first 

commandment with a promise: If you honor your father and mother, 

"things will go well for you, and you will have a long life on the earth." 

Ephesians 6:1-3 

Washington Irving wrote, "The love of a mother is never exhausted. It 

never changes-it never tires-it endures through all; in good repute, in bad 

repute, in the face of the world's condemnation, a mother's love still lives 

on." As such, a mother has a power to live on in the hearts of her chil-

dren… which we witness in our lives at home and at the church. A 

mother's influence knows no bounds. 

A small boy asked his mother the definition of an angel. The mother ex-

plained that an angel was a being sent from God to minister to people in 

need. Later the child was very sick with a fever. His mother seldom left his 
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side while he was so very ill. When he became better, he looked up at his 

mother and said, "Mommy, you are an angel."  

Walter Bowie wrote, "For the child's full growth in happiness, in confi-

dence, and in serenity of soul, the gentle spirit of his mother is more pow-

erful than the entire world beside." Truly our Moms have been our major 

influencer. 

I found this poem entitled “NOBODY KNOWS BUT MOTHER”  

How many lunches for Tommy and Sam?  

Nobody knows but Mother,  

Cookies and apples and blackberry jam-  

Nobody knows but Mother.  

Nourishing dainties for every "sweet tooth,"  

Toddling Dottie or dignified Ruth-  

How much love sweetens the labor, forsooth?  

Nobody knows but Mother.  

 

How many cares does a mother's heart know?  

Nobody knows but Mother.  

How many joys from her mother love flow?  

Nobody knows but Mother.  

How many prayers for each little soft bed?  

How many tears for her babies has she shed?  

How many kisses for each curly head?  

Nobody knows but Mother.  

(Author Unknown)  

 

Mothers have such an essential role in our lives. So whether you send her 

a card or you phone her or you visit her or have the opportunity to give 

her a kiss on the cheek, (or for me this year, I will offer a prayer of 

thanksgiving), we need to show that we really care about them. Never let 

it be said that we have taken them for granted. 
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Bears are mentioned several times in the Old Testament and are generally feared 

even today because of their destructive nature. Bears live in various areas of the 
world and can be found in the mountains of Lebanon near the Israel border.  They 

live in the mountains in the summer and descend to the valleys and gardens for 
food in the winter. It is recorded in 2 Kings that   Elisha encountered bears in the 
woods between Jericho and Bethel.  The story takes place in the winter when the 

two bears in our story were traveling in the valleys to find food. The bears were 
not hostile toward Elisha in fact they may have been led by the LORD of Israel to 

show kindness to the prophet of God. 

 

As Elisha was travelling from Jericho to Bethel some small boys came out of the 

city and began to make fun of his bald head saying “Go away, baldhead! Go away, 
baldhead! ” (2 Kings 2:23). This taunting might not upset us today even if it were 

true but Elisha turned and cursed them in the name of the LORD (2:24). At that 
moment, “…two she-bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the 
boys” (2:24).    If Elisha had just been the    ordinary farmer  he was before Elijah 

anointed him to be the next prophet in Israel, he probably would not have been 
noticed or mocked by the children; but we can assume the children knew who he 

was and the taunting was directed  at his relationship with the God of Israel. 

 

We ask for God’s protection each time we say The Lord’s Prayer, “…but rescue us 

from the evil one”  (Matthew 6:13). I knew a devout Christian lady that said if she 
ever found herself in a compromising or threatening situation she would turn and 

say ‘in the name of Jesus do not touch me’. To my knowledge she never had to use 
that phrase and I would hope that none of us do either. She felt that the presence 
of God was with her at all times and she could call on the name of Jesus for help in 

a time of trouble. The Psalmist wrote, “Call on me in the day of trouble; I will de-
liver you, and you shall glorify me” (50:15).   

 

History records stories of Christians persecuted and dying for their faith in God.  
Several years ago I did a workshop called The Persecuted Church and I related 

this story. The story recorded in Fox’s Book of Martyrs is of Felicitas and       
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Perpetua who lived in Rome 205 AD and were arrested for their faith. Perpetua had 
an infant son at the time of her arrest and imprisonment. Her father tried in vain to 

persuade her to denounce her faith. His words were, “Give up your pride”.         
Perpetua tried to comfort him by saying, “It will all happen in the prisoner’s dock 
as God wills; for you may be sure that we are not left to ourselves but are all in his 

power”. 

 

The day of the hearing, the Christians 
were all condemned to the beasts.  Per-
petua’s baby went to live with her parents 

and the prisoners were transferred to the 
military prison where they were held in 

chains. They would eventually fight with 
the beasts during the military games held 
on the birthday of the emperor Geta.  Per-

petua’s  father continued to sorrowfully 
visit his daughter. 

 
Felicitas was pregnant when she was ar-
rested.  It was against the law for women 

with child to be executed. She did not 
want to delay the  spectacle with the 

beasts and be executed along with criminals so after much prayer she gave birth at 
8 months to a girl. The child was given to another to be raised. The day before the         
execution, the prisoners had a meal together and spoke to the crowd warning them 

of God’s judgment and expressing the joy they had in suffering for their faith. They 
marched to the amphitheatre joyfully. Perpetua entered the ring singing a Psalm 

and they said to Hilarianus, ”You have condemned us, but God will condemn you”. 
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